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I

srael and the Church are like
the play between shadow and
light. The shadow needs the
light to make the landscape visible, and
the light needs the shadow to make the
landscape beautiful. Likewise, Israel and
the Church need each other.
“No religion is an island,” said
Abraham Heschel. This statement applies
particularly to Israel and the Church. Neither Israel nor the Church can claim independence from the other. Yet ironically,
instead of providing a bond, this reality
has produced rejection and hatred. The
Church has settled and constructed her
identity against Judaism; and conversely,
Judaism has often created its features in
reaction to the Church. And theology is
not the only factor to blame in this scandal. Prejudices, ignorance, the deliberate
will to lock the other in definitive labels,
have played a considerable role in this
tragedy. It is important to think right, but
it is also important to think right about
the other. Christians need to learn more
about and from the Jews, and inversely,
the Jews will benefit by learning from the
Christians.
Not because the Church is the light
while Israel is in the shadow, or reversely.
The lesson of history shows that shadow
and light are found in both. And when
there is shadow in one, there is light in
the other. This is why Israel and the

Church need each other to discern the
light and learn about their respective
shadow.
But is reconciliation possible? We have
many reasons to doubt. The scenario of
Jews and Christians drawing near to each
other appears to be just a utopia. Yet history has such ironies. Along with this
skepticism and suspicion, the Holocaust
and the State of Israel have paradoxically
produced a new climate for the JewishChristian encounter. The Holocaust has
revealed to the Church the horror of its
iniquity, and through this, new shame
obliged the Christians to rethink their relationship with the Jews. On the other
hand, the State of Israel has liberated the
Jew from the visceral reflex of reaction to
the Christians.
Could it be, in these times of dialogue
and openness and unexpected happenings, that the two former enemies suddenly wake up and understand that they
need each other not only for their mutual salvation from the shadow, but also
for the salvation, “the light of the world.”

*In this special issue on Israel and the
Church, we have chosen to bring, along with
new articles, sections (articles and interviews)
from a previous issue devoted to this topic
(August 1995).
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